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Welcome to the 
Edison Green Campus!
Edison High School has been transformed into a 
model green campus with state-of-the-art energy 
efficiency and stormwater systems. In addition 
to improving the environment, these systems 
are designed to be educational tools for the 
students, helping to raise the next generation of 
environmental stewards. 

The following field guide provides the user with 
information about the Edison Green Campus 
along with resources about stormwater, 
watersheds and the impacts of sustainable 
systems. Please explore the sites around campus 
and share your field notes and observations with 
us using #edisongreencampus
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How much stormwater 
has the Edison Green 
Campus reused? Visit 
the digital display in the 
plaza to see up-to-date 
information.

?

Visit each area to learn 
how the systems work!

Campus Systems

Storage Tanks Tree Trench

Permeable Pavers

Raingarden

Sprinkler System

Solar Panels

Community 
Garden + 
Greenhouse

Explore our campus to learn how it cleans, stores and reuses 
stormwater!



Stormwater comes 
from rain and snow!

Nature Cities

Infiltration Runoff

30.6 
inches

of rain and snow falls 
annually in Minneapolis

10 
Olympic 
swimming 
pools

Approximately 6.6 
million gallons of 
water fall on the Edison 
Green Campus each 
year. Enough to fill ...

What is Stormwater?
In Nature . . .
water evaporates or soaks into the ground, filtering sediment and 
pollutants naturally before they enter groundwater. 

In Cities . . .
water runs over the ground, picking up pollutants like gas, oil, trash 
and road salt. This runoff drains directly into our local waterbodies,
polluting them.
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What is a Watershed?
When rain falls or snow melts, the water flows downhill until it 
reaches a waterbody, like a lake or river. A watershed is all of 
the area of land that drains into that single waterbody. 

In our watershed, stormwater flows through stormdrains to the 
Mississippi River — an important source of drinking water and 
natural habitat.

The Mississippi Watershed Management Organization 
(MWMO) is the local unit of government that manages the 
watershed highlighted in green on the opposite page.

Mississippi River Watershed



GYMNASIUM

Storage Tanks

Storage Tanks

Large underground storage tanks hold stormwater runoff collected 
from the gym roof, plaza, field and parking lot. This water is then used 
to help irrigate the field. Edison Green Campus is using stormwater 
as a resource and not just letting it run off into the stormdrain. 

 When the field needs to be watered, stormwater from the  
 underground storage tanks is filtered and pumped onto the  
 field. 

 Excess water from the field soaks into the ground and is  
 directed by pipes to the underground storage tanks.

 How much stormwater has the Edison Green
 Campus reused? Visit the digital display in the plaza to
 see up-to-date information!

At six feet in diameter, the four 
underground storage tanks are 
taller than the average person!
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The underground storage tanks can 
hold over 110,000 gallons. 

Enough to fill the concession 
stand almost two times!



Community Garden 
+ Greenhouse

Solar Panels

This is an active system of engagement with an environmental and 
economic lens. Students will grow, harvest and sell food while linking 
their work to health, science and language literacy. This dynamic 
approach to learning promotes career and job readiness skills as 
well as provides opportunities in an entrepreneurial capacity. 

The plaza features state-of-the-art solar panels that harvest the 
sun’s energy to generate electricity. The energy produced could 
power 53 homes for one year.

GYMNASIUM
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X X X X X X X The solar panels produce 

580,000 kilowatt-hours of 
clean energy annually, 
offsetting around

of the electrical energy 
used at Edison.

40%
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In one growing 
season, a 100 
square-foot food 
garden can grow 
$700 worth of food.

Solar Panels

Community Garden + Greenhouse



Sprinkler System
Stormwater runoff from the gym roof, plaza, field and the parking lot 
is collected in underground storage tanks so that it can be reused 
to water the field to keep it lush and green all season!

 Excess water from the field soaks into the ground and is  
 directed by pipes to the underground storage tanks.

 When water is needed for the field, stormwater from the  
 underground storage tanks is filtered and pumped through  
 the field sprinklers.

 Did you know? An average lawn needs 1 inch of water  
 each week!

Water is directed 
to and from the 
underground 
storage tanks.

Sprinkler System
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By reusing stormwater on site, the 
Edison Green Campus reduces the 
amount of clean drinking water it uses 
to water the field. 
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Edison Gym with almost 9 feet 
of water each season!

The water used to irrigate 
Edison Field could fill the
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When full, the 
underground storage 
tanks can water the 
field for 2 weeks with 
stormwater.
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Tree Trench

Permeable Pavers

A tree trench holds water after it rains, providing water for the trees 
to use and helping to filter out pollutants. This reduces the amount 
of stormwater and pollution that goes into the stormdrains.

Permeable pavers allow water to pass through the surface and soak 
into the ground. Diverting water from the stormdrain and into the 
ground allows plants and soil to filter out pollutants, which keeps our 
rivers and lakes healthy!

 Stormwater flows into the tree trench, where it is absorbed  
 and filtered by trees, or soaks into the ground.

 If the tree trench gets full, excess water flows into an
 overflow pipe and goes into the stormdrain to prevent   
 flooding.

 Stormwater flows to and between the pavers.
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Install a rainbarrel to collect stormwater from your 
roof.

Plant a raingarden to reduce stormwater runoff.

Save energy and money by planting trees for shade.

Landscape with native plants to support 
pollinators.

Plant a garden to grow your own food.

Things you can do in your home + 
neighborhood!

The Edison Green Campus is possible 
thanks to the following funders:



#edisongreencampus


