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MWMO Bylaws 

 

The MWMO is a joint powers watershed management organization created under the requirements of the 

Metropolitan Water Management Act (MS 103B.211) and Minnesota Rules 8410. The MWMO activity is guided 

by 3 primary documents: 1) the Joint and Cooperative Agreement (JCA), 2) the Bylaws and 3) the Comprehensive 

Watershed Management Plan (Plan).  

 

The JCA defines the MWMO:  

 Membership and makeup of Board of Commissioners; 

 Legal Purpose of the Organization; 

 Powers and Duties of the Board of Commissioners; 

 Financial Obligations of Members;  

 Duration, Dissolution, Amendments and Effective Date of the agreement; and 

 Legal Description of the Watershed Boundaries. 

 

The intent of the Bylaws is to supplement the JCA by describing the administrative processes of the MWMO. 

The Bylaws establish rules governing conduct and procedure of the Board of Commissioners of the Mississippi 

Watershed Management Organization in Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, Minnesota pursuant to Minnesota 

Statutes, Chapter 103B. 

 

Key components of the Bylaws are: 

 Regular and Special Meeting order of business, location and notification; 

 Board Committees and responsibilities; and 

 Board Officers. 

 

The Bylaws may be updated periodically throughout the year. The most recent version will be available on the 

MWMO’s website at www.mwmo.org. 
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Mississippi Watershed Management Organization Bylaws 

 

These Bylaws establish rules governing conduct and procedure of the Board of Commissioners of the Mississippi 

Watershed Management Organization in Anoka, Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, Minnesota pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 103B as amended and in conformity therewith.  

 

For the purpose of these Bylaws, the terms used herein shall have the meanings defined in the Joint and 

Cooperative Agreement for the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (the “Agreement”). 

 

Commission Meetings 

 

Section 1: The legal name of the watershed management organization shall be Middle Mississippi River 

Watershed Management Organization d/b/a Mississippi Watershed Management Organization. 

 

Section 2: Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held at such locations and at such times as are 

specified from time to time by resolution of the Commission. The Executive Director shall cause copies of all 

such resolutions to be provided promptly to each of the Members and filed in the primary offices of the 

Commission. In the event the Commission determines to hold a regular meeting at a location or time other 

than as specified in such resolution, such meeting shall be deemed a special meeting for purpose of giving 

notice. Notice of all such meetings shall be given in accordance with these bylaws to commissioners, 

alternates, and members and in accordance with Minn. Stat., Chapter 13D to the public. 

 

For purposes of posting notices in accordance with Minn. Stat. §13D.04, the principal bulletin board of the 

Commission shall be the bulletin board at the Commission administrative offices. Notices will be mailed to all 

Members for purposes of posting such notices on the principal bulletin board of the Members. However, 

bulletin boards other than the principal bulletin board of the Commission will not be deemed to be principal 

bulletin boards of the Commission for purposes of Minn. Stat. §13D.04. 

 

Section 3: Written notice of regular meetings of the Commission shall be mailed to the Commissioners, 

Alternates, and their member council's staff (Columbia Heights –City Clerk, Hilltop – Administrator, Fridley 

– City Manager, Minneapolis - City Clerk; St. Anthony - City Manager; Lauderdale - City Administrator; St. 

Paul - City Clerk; Minneapolis Park Board - Assistant Superintendent for Administration) at least two weeks 

prior to each meeting. All other correspondence from the Watershed Management Organization Staff shall be 

sent to the same parties. Other arrangements for sending Watershed Management Organization Staff 

correspondence will be arranged with the individual Commissioners. 

 

Section 4: Special meetings of the Commission may be called by the Chair or any two Commissioners. At 

least three days’ notice of the meeting must be provided in accordance with the Agreement. Notification will 

be mailed to the same parties as listed in Section 3. 
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Section 5: Locations, dates and times of rescheduled regular meetings and special meetings will be mailed to 

the same parties as listed in Section 3. Each Commissioner is responsible for the posting of such notices for 

his or her community. 

 

Section 6: All meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order Revised, except as 

otherwise provided in the Agreement or these bylaws. 

 

Section 7: The usual order of business at all meetings, unless changed by the Commissioners, shall be as 

follows: 

A. Call to Order 

B. Roll Call  

C. Approval of Agenda 

D. Consent Agenda 

E. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

F. Business 

G. Announcements 

H. Scheduling of Next Meeting 

I. Adjournment 

 

Section 8: The MWMO Executive Committee, made up of the Chair, Vice-Chair, and Treasurer, will meet 

as necessary to perform the following duties:   

A. Authorize and sSign checks for MWMO expenditures 

B. Review prepared agenda items for MWMO Board meetings 

C. Advise the executive director of MWMO policies and procedures 

D. Act on any MWMO personnel issues as defined by the Employee HandbookSection 9: These bylaws may 

be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Commission, provided that ten days’ prior notice of the 

proposed amendment has been furnished to each Commissioner and each member. 

 

Section 10: A majority vote of Commissioners present shall be necessary to adopt any amendment to these 

bylaws. 

 

Section 11: In any instance where these bylaws are in conflict with the Joint and Cooperative Agreement, the 

Agreement shall control. 

 

Section 12: The Board of Commissioners, administrator and staff shall function in the manner of a Plan B 

city; where, the board exercises legislative and policy authority and appoints an executive director to exercise 

administrative authority. The executive director, appointed by and responsible to the board of commissioners, has 

the powers and duties as defined in Minn. Stat. §412.651, and its revisions, related to the appointment and 

removal of all other employees.  

 

 



 

Adopted this _____ day of _________________, 2014. 

 

___________________________________________________________, Chair 

 

Attest 

 

___________________________________________________________, Vice-Chair 
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