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	MWMO Board FINAL Meeting Minutes

May 8, 2007 



FINAL Minutes for the Board of Commissioners Meeting 

May 8, 2007
2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Meeting Location:

Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Offices

2nd Floor Boardroom (up the stairs)

2117 West River Road

Minneapolis, MN  55411
Commissioners in Attendance:

Paul Ostrow, Minneapolis, Jerry Faust, St Anthony; Diane Hofstede (Alternate, Minneapolis), Karlyn Eckman, St. Paul, Gregg Richardson (Alternate, St. Paul), Karen Gill-Gerbig, Lauderdale; and Scott Vreeland, MPRB
Staff and Guests:

Doug Snyder (MWMO), Kari Oquist (MWMO), Zhenya Stone (MWMO), Jenny Winkelman (MWMO), Nick Eoloff (MPRB), Lorin Hatch (CAC), Craig Larson (CAC), Shannon Hansen (CAC), and Patrick Kvidera (CAC)
Commissioner Ostrow called the meeting to order at 2:40 p.m. 
Approval of Agenda

The Agenda was approved; there will be no presentation under “New Business.”
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the March 13, 2007 meeting were approved as amended below:
Commissioner Eckman moved that the paragraph beginning “The overall consensus….”, on page 3, be deleted. 
Commissioner Eckman also moved that paragraph 2 on page 4, be amended to read – “Commissioner Eckman asked that the MWMO staff make sure the SEMI project goals are still in line with the MWMO goals before the contract is completed. This has been historically problematic and doesn’t complement the District 12 Plan.”

On page 4, under Feasibility Studies, Commissioner Vreeland stated that point A should read, “This proposal would study the feasibility of using a large-scale grit chamber….” (The draft minutes read “grid”.)
Ostrow commented that if any commissioner has an issue to review, please contact him to have the item placed on the agenda.

Open Public Comment.
There were no public comments.
Old Business 

Consent Agenda—Attachment 5
The board approved a monitoring contract with St. Anthony Falls Laboratory to develop outfall monitoring. The contract includes a one-time budget amount of $53,598 plus $15,444 to maintain a future associated database.
RFP—Choice of a Planning Consultant Team—Attachment 6
Mr. Kalmon explained the selection process for the choice of a planning consultant to implement the Third Generation Watershed Management Plan. Staff recommended Emmons & Olivier and the Hoisington Koegler Group for the third generation rewrite. The board approved the recommendation.
Updates
Mr. Snyder updated the board on several administrative actives.

Outreach Assistant

The position, which was previously approved by the board, was posted on the website on Thursday.
Consultant to Evaluate the Stewardship Fund  

A consultant will also be hired to help evaluate the Stewardship Fund.
MWMO Space Evaluation--Attachment 7b
Mr. Snyder stated that he had met with a number of people and spoke with several more concerning acquiring new space issues. He has provided the “Working Program for Ramsey-Washington Watershed District” as an example of planned space utilization. He discovered that a major question raised by many pursuing space transformations was, “How will the workspace enhance our image and function?”   

The MWMO will need to decide whether it wants to buy, build, lease or rehabilitate space for its needs. MWMO will also take teaching possibilities into consideration when seeking new space. Whatever approach is taken, it will take at least a year to resolve. Snyder will have more information for the July meeting. 
Policy on Commissioner Attendance of Workshops, Conferences, Events, and/or Assignments Within and Outside of Minnesota—Attachment 7D

In general, the board can decide who attends what, but dealing with short notification—between board meetings-- should probably be handled with a board policy. This can be discussed at the July meeting. Mr. Snyder said the MWMO website will display current opportunities available to commissioners. As new events are brought to the staff’s attention, the website will be updated; changes will be entered on Mondays.

Commissioners Hofstede and Vreeland both had favorable impressions of the Greening Rooftops for Sustainable Communities Conference 2007, which they attended in Minneapolis.

The Minnesota Green Roof Profile
Ms. Winkelman presented a legacy publication funded by the MWMO for the Greening Rooftops Conference. The booklet showcases seven green roofs from the Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Area and prints an inventory of known green roofs found in Minnesota as of March, 2007. The booklet is available as a pdf on MWMO’s, Minnehaha Creek WD’s and Green Roofs Council’s websites.  The inventory is part of a dynamic database which is continuously updated (www.mngreenroof.org). 
NEMO

Two stormwater education positions have been filled. John Bilotta has been hired as the new NEMO Coordinator, and Shane Missaghi has been hired to fill the Stormwater Educator position, formerly held by Ron Struss. They began their new positions on April 30, 2007.
Other Projects

MWMO has participated in stormwater drain stenciling with the City of Minneapolis, multimedia kiosks, and the Hmong Outreach Project.
A grant application has been filed in conjunction with the Heart of the Beast Theatre to use art and videography to enhance science presentations.
A local legislator, appreciative of our work about raising awareness with water issues in the Hmong Community, asked us to provide him with a description of our proposals for the next legislative cycle.
Monitoring TAC
Ms. Oquist asked the board if they have suggestions for the MWMO’s list for technical advisors. To have a name placed on a monitoring or general TAC list, please call or e-mail her.

Mr. Snyder mentioned that the MWMO is seeking a variety of funding sources. We will be working with St. Anthony Falls Laboratory and be in discussion with other organizations. He and Dan have met with Homeland Security, and there are also some possibilities there.
Commissioner Faust asked that Jay Hartman of St. Anthony be added to the TAC list as a point of contact.
New Business 

Groundwater and Surface Water Interactions Study—Attachment 8

Mr. Kalmon explained that this study would start with a review of existent research; it will also provide GIS analysis and interactive mapping. The budget for the study will range between $80 and $150,000.
Commissioner Eckman requested that the Elm St. Ash Dump be added to the mapping portion of the information gathering part of the study.

The board approved authorizing staff to release a Request for Qualifications and a Request for Proposals to qualified firms for a study of the characteristics of groundwater and groundwater/surface water interactions in the watershed. After conducting interviews, the staff will return with a recommendation for a consultant.

Social Indicators Project for Nonpoint Source Pollution Projects

Commissioner Eckman spoke about an initiative started three years ago by the Water Resources Center at the University of Minnesota to develop social indicators (SI) for nonpoint source (NPS) pollution projects.  The indicators will measure changes in behaviors, attitudes, practices, and knowledge of populations targeted by NPS projects.  The study is seeking local partners with NPS projects in Minnesota to test the draft indicators and other tools.  Eckman stated that the Fortin Consulting road salt project supported by MWMO might be a good match for the SI initiative.  Snow plow drivers could be interviewed to see if they got the right message from the workshop they attended.

The U of M WRC will hold a meeting on Friday, May 18, 2007 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. There will be a thirty minute discussion and presentation.

New Bridge Across Gorge on 27th Avenue
After the board discussed a new bridge being built across the gorge near Shriners Hospital, Commissioner Ostrow asked board members to please let Doug Snyder know if anyone hears of anything significant happening in MWMO’s area. He also requested that discussion points, which need to be placed on an agenda, be referred to him prior to future meetings.

Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on July 10, 2007 at:

The City of St. Anthony

Council Chambers

3301 Silver Lake Road

St. Anthony, MN  55418-1699

MWMO Board of Commissioners Meeting

Recorded Motions:  May 8, 2007
Motion to approve the agenda (with no presentation during New Business).
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved:  Commissioner Ostrow
Second:  Commissioner Faust 

Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion to Approve the Minutes of the March 13, 2007 meeting with the following changes:
· Commissioner Eckman stated that she did not believe that on page 3 the board concluded that RFPs would not be submitted to the board prior to being offered publicly, so the paragraph beginning, “The overall consensus….” was deleted.

· Eckman also requested that paragragh 2, on page 4, under the Rainleader Disconnect Agreement #309-0000-07-01 be amended to read:

“Commissioner Eckman asked that the MWMO staff make sure the SEMI project goals are still in line with the MWMO goals before the contract is completed. This has been historically problematic and doesn’t complement the District 12 Plan.”

· On page 4, under Feasibility Studies, Commissioner Vreeland stated that point A should read, “This proposal would study the feasibility of using a large-scale grit [not “grid”] chamber….”

The motion passed unanimously.

Moved:  Commissioner Eckman
Second:  Commissioner Vreeland
 

Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion to approve the Consent Agenda which included a contract with St. Anthony Falls Laboratory for a one-time budget amount of $53,598 and $15,444 in addition for database management in future years.

Motion passed unanimously.

Moved:  Commissioner Ostrow
Second:  Commissioner Vreeland
 

Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion:  The MWMO Board moves the development and signing of an agreement between the MWMO and Emmons & Olivier Resources (EOR) and the Hoisington Koegler Group (HKgi) for the writing of the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization’s Third Generation Watershed Management Plan. The final dollar amount is not to exceed the amount set aside in the MWMO’s final 2007 annual budget for planning.
The motion passed.

Moved:  Commissioner Ostrow
Second:  Commissioner Vreeland
 

Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Nay - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion to authorize staff to release a Request for Qualifications and a Request for Proposals to qualified firms for a study of the characteristics of groundwater and groundwater/surface water interactions in the watershed. Staff will return to the board with a recommendation for a consultant.
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved:  Commissioner Ostrow
Second:  Commissioner Vreeland
 

Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion to adjourn.
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved:  Commissioner Ostrow
Second:  Commissioner Vreeland
 

Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion to fund registration for one commissioner from each jurisdiction for the Green Roof Conference.
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Commissioner Faust
Second: Commissioner Vreeland
Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Motion to adjourn the meeting.
Motion passed unanimously.

Moved: Commissioner Gill-Gerbig
   Second: Commissioner Eckman
Voting:

	Aye - Ostrow
	Aye - Vreeland
	Aye - Faust

	Aye - Gill-Gerbig
	Aye - Eckman
	


Mississippi Watershed Management Organization

2520 Larpenteur Avenue West, Lauderdale, MN  55113

Telephone:  651-287-0948 
Facsimile:  651-287-1308

www.mwmo.org
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